
 
This is the last Will and Testament of me 

 
John Atree of the City of Bristol, Boot maker in manner and form 

 
following. I give and bequeath all and singular my household furniture 

 
Plate Linen and things unto my Wife Sarah Vaughan Atree to and for 

 
her own use and benefit and I give and bequeath unto Nehemiah Moore 

 
Leather seller and William Rumsby, Sadler both of the said City of Bristol 

 
all the rest, residue and remainder of my estate and effects of ever and 

 
whatever description and wheresoever situate or being to hold to them 

 
the said Nehemiah Moore and William Rumsby, their Executors and 

 
Administrators upon the trusts and to and for the intents and purposes 

 
hereinafter mentioned and expressed of and concerning the same that is to 

 
say, upon trust to sell and dispose of my stock in trade and the good will 

 
thereof and that either by public auction or private contract as they 

 
in their discretion shall deem best and to collect in, recover and receive 

 
my book and other debts and by and out of the monies there arising 

 
or by and out of any other part of my estate and effects if the monies to 

 
arise from such sale and collection shall be insufficient for the purpose 

 
in the first place to pay, satisfy and discharge all my just debts, funereal 

 
and testamentary expences1 (sic) and after payment and satisfaction thereof 

 
in trust to lay out and invest the clear surplus or residue thereof in 

 
some or one of the parliamentary stocks or funds of Great Britain in 

 
their own names at interest and by and out of the yearly rents of 

 

                                                           
1
 expences is an obsolete spelling of expenses. 



my messuages2 or Tenements3 and the interest dividends and annual 

 
proceeds of my funded property to pay and satisfy unto the Company 

 
constituting the Westminster Society for Insurance of Lives and 

 
Survivorships and Granting Annuities4 the annual sum of seven 

 
pounds twelve shillings and sixpence in respect of the sum of the 

 
three hundred pounds which I have raised to be assured on the life 

 
of Thomas Winter of the City of Bristol, Comb maker and also thereout 

 
to pay and satisfy when and as the same shall become due and payable 

 
the rents, fines and expences (sic) of renewal of the Lease and Leases of 

 
my two dwellinghouses in All Saints Street which I hold under the 

 
Feoffees5 of All Saints Church Lands in the said City of Bristol and 

 
the premiums and duty payable yearly for the Insurance of those houses 

 
against loss or damage by fire and when and as the said sum of three 

 
hundred pounds so assured upon the life of the said Thomas Winter shall 

 
become due and payable and be received. I direct my said Trustees or 

 
the survivor of them, his Executors or Administrators in like manner to 

 
lay out and invest the same in some or one of the Government stocks 

 
or funds and subject to the payments aforesaid I direct my said Trustees 

 
or the survivor of them, his executors, or Administrators to pay the 

 
net residue of the annual income arising from my said estate and 

 
effects when and as the same shall become due and be received unto 

 
my said Wife so long as she shall remain a Widow, single and 

 
unmarried and immediately from and after my said Wife’s marrying again, 

                                                           
2
 In property, law a dwelling house together with its outbuildings, curtilage, and the adjacent land appropriated to its use. 

3
 A building for human habitation, especially one that is rented to tenants. 

4 Established 1792; amalgamated with Guardian Assurance in 1863. 
5
 A Feoffee is a trustee who holds a fief (or "fee"), that is to say an estate in land, for the use of a beneficial owner. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fief


 
I hereby direct and require my said Trustees or the survivor of them 

 
his Executors or  Administrators to deduct and retain out of the said 

 
annual income the yearly sum of fifty pounds and to pay or apply the 

 
same to for the exclusive benefit of my two daughters Sarah Atree and 

 
Mary Ann Atree and the survivor of them and subject to such deduction 

 
I direct that the remaining part of such net income shall be paid into 

 
the proper hands of my said Wife whose receipt alone shall be a 

 
sufficient discharge for the same to the end and intent that the same or 

 
any part thereof shall not be subject or liable to the debts, controul6 (sic), interference 

 
or management of any husband with whom she may hereafter intermarry but be to 

 
her own sole use absolutely and from and after the decease of her my said 

 
Wife I direct my said Trustees or the survivor of them, his Executors or 

 
Administrators to pay or otherwise apply the whole of such net residue 

 
to or for the benefit of my said two daughters and any other child or 

 
children which I may leave or wherewith my said wife may be ensient7 (sic) 

  
at the time of my decease in equal shares and proportions until they shall 

 
respectively attain the age of twenty one years and when and as they shall 

 
respectively attain that age, I direct my said Trustees or the survivor of 

 
them his Executors or Administrators to pay one half, one third or any other 

 
just proportion according to the number of such children of the principal 

 
money which shall then form the residue of my estate and effects for their own 

 
use absolutely and I direct that the share or shares of such child or children 

 
dying under the age of twenty one years and not leaving lawful issue shall 

                                                           
6
 Archaic spelling of control. 

7
 The correct spelling of this word is: enceinte - meaning (in law) is with child; pregnant. 



 
go to and become the property of the other or others of them but in case other 

 
of my said children shall die before they shall respectively become entitled 

 
to the actual receipt and enjoyment of the benefit of this bequest {not in orig}  and leaving 

 
lawful issue then the child or children of such of my said children shall stand 

 
in the place of their parent or respective parents so dying and be entitled to 

 
such parents share of my said estate and in case I shall leave only my 

 
present children and they shall both live to attain the age of twenty one years 

 
or die under that age leaving lawful issue then I direct that the dwelling house 

 
No 6 in All Saints Street aforesaid now in the occupation of Mr Bryant 

 
shall become the property of my daughter Sarah and number 7 in the 

 
occupation of Mr Bryant shall become the property of my daughter Mary 

 
Ann but in case at the decease of my said Wife my said children being 

 
also dead leaving no lawful issue to become entitled to the provision hereby 

 
intended for them, then I direct that all my said estate and effects shall 

 
go to and become the property of my next of kin of my own blood and 

 
consoling unity, who by law would become entitled thereto, if I had died 

 
unmarried without issue and intestate and I do hereby nominate and appoint 

 
them the said Nehemiah Moore and William Rumsby Executors of this my 

 
Will provided always and it is my Will that in case either of the said 

 
Trustees shall neglect, refuse or become incapable to act in the trusts 

 
aforesaid then it shall be lawful for the other of them, his Executors or 

 
Administrators to appoint a new Trustee in his room and so from time to 

 
time as often as it shall so happen provided also and I do hereby further 

 
will and declare that my said Trustees shall  neglect refuse or become 

 



incapable to act in the trusts aforesaid then it shall be lawful for the other 

 
of them, his Executors or Administrators to appoint a new Trustee in 

 
the room and so from time to time as often as it shall so happen provided 

 
also and I do hereby further will and declare that my said Trustees shall 

 
be charged and chargeable only for such monies as they shall actually 

 
receive and not be answerable one for the other of them but speak only 

 
for himself and his own acts receipts neglects and defaults and that they or 

 
other of them shall not be answerable or accountable for any person with 

 
whom or in whose hands any part of the said trust monies shall be lodged 

 
deposited, lodged or entrusted for safe custody and by no means for any 

 
involuntary loss which may happen thereto and also that it shall be lawful 

 
for my said Trustees for the time being by and out of the said trust 

 
estate monies and promises to deduct retain to and reimburse himself and 

 
themselves respectively all costs, charges, damages and expences (sic) which they or 

 
either of them shall or may suffer expend disburse be at or put unto in or 

 
about or relating to the said trust. In Witness whereof I have to this my 

 
last Will and Testament written on four sheets of paper set my hand and 

 
seal that is to say my hand to the bottom of the first three sheets and 

 
my hand and seal to this fourth and last sheet the eighteenth day of January 

 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two John Atree Signed 

 
sealed published and declared by the said John Atree as and for his last 

 
Will & Testament in the presence of us who in his presence at his request 

 
and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as Witness thereto 

 
James C Daubeny of Bristol, Shoemaker and D J Bryant, Shannon Court8 Bristol 

                                                           
8
 Probably Shannon Court, Corn Street, Bristol (business premises used by Solicitors and accountants)? 



 
Proved at London 9th May 1822 before the Judge by Nehemiah 

 
Moore and William Rumsby, the Executors to whom Admon9 was granted having 

 
the said Nehemiah Moore having first made a solemn and sincere declaration or 

 
affirmation according to Act of Parliament by Comon (sic) duly to administer and the 

 
said William Rumsby having been first sworn duly to administer. 

    

 

                                                           
9
 Abbreviation for Letters of Administration. 


